
Year Six Curriculum Overview 25/26 

Term Autumn One Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

 World at War Crime & Punishment  North America 

Stunning 
Start  

Mystery object arrives in the 
classroom  

 
Artefacts found from WW1. 

Where have they come from? 
What do they tell us? What do 

you know? 

Remembrance Assembly 
 
 

Create poppies to decorate the 
school, write poems to share 

with the school, create art 
images of war. 

Crime Scene 
 
 

A mysterious crime scene has 
arrived in the classroom, will you 

be able to solve the mystery? 

Organ Origami!  
 
 

Create the major organs of the 
human body using origami. 

VR Times Square Exploration Production Auditions! 
 
 
 

Fabulous 
Finish 

Trench Experience / 
 Newhaven Fort 

Evacuation day. 
Children to arrive at school 

dressed as a WW2 evacuee, will 
be given name tag and 

identification card. Will make 
ration cakes, gas masks and 

write post cards home. 

CSI Classroom! 
Use modern crime scene 

investigation techniques in the 
classroom 

 

Design and build a prison  Heart Dissection  
Looking in detail at parts of the 
body. Seeing visually how the 
heart works and its different 

parts. 

Year 6 Oscars 
Leavers Assembly 

English 
 

War Game 

 
 
 

Balanced argument 
Writing in role 
Letter writing 

Poetry 
Narrative writing 

Recount 
 
 

WW1 Poems – Wilfred Owen: 
Dulce Et Decorum Est 
John McCrae: In Flanders Field 

Valley of the Lost Secrets  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Diary entry  
Writing in role 

Newspaper writing 
Poetry 

Explanation 
Non-Chronological reports 

 
Non-Fiction Writing – The Blitz: 

Interactive books 
Fact file books 

Holes 
 

Newspaper reports 
Writing in role 

Letters 
Recount 

Persuasive writing 

The High Rise Mystery 

 
Diary entries 

Instructional writing 
Creative writing 

50 Adventures in the United 
States 

 
 

Travel brochure 
Newspaper reports 
Setting description 

The Wolves of Currumpaw 

 
Creative writing 

 

Guided 
Reading  

Vocabulary retrieval  
 

To find and copy words from a 
text and understand synonyms 

and antonyms.  

Comprehension 
 

Reading an unseen text to 
answer a range of questions, 

that cover all aspects of reading. 

Inferring and Predicting 
 

Using evidence from texts to make 
sensible predictions and to read 

between the lines when inferring 
from an unseen text.  

Summarising and Making 
Connections 

 
To take the key information from 
a text and summarise it down in 
fewer words, make connections 
with other texts and genres they 

have read. 

Evaluating 
 

Use their opinion to comment 
on the effectiveness of a text 

and the use of authors language 
choices. 

 
 

 

Clarifying and Questioning 
 

To deepen their 
understanding of a text by 

asking questions and clarify 
what they have read through 

their own explanantion.  



Enhancement 
texts 

Poppy Field 

 

Rose Blanche The Girl who Stole an Elephant 
 

A Kind of Spark 

 

Kidnap on the California 
Comet 

 

Front Desk 

 

 
 
 SPaG 

 

 

Ongoing SPaG activities: 
play games to secure understanding of four sentence types; evaluate own and each other’s writing in order to check for variation of sentence types to interest the reader; identify rhetorical questions in texts 
discuss and collect further nouns made from adjectives, with the suffixes ance / ence e.g. innocence (innocent); define and discuss effective vocabulary in class text /poetry, including figurative language; use a 

thesaurus 
confidently identify the subject and object/s of a sentence; revise correct use of subject/verb agreement 

identify statements when reading cross curricular texts e.g. in Geography; raise questions and punctuate appropriately; choose whether a question is reported or whether it needs a ? e.g. He asked her to sit 
down. 

identify adverbials in texts during shared and guided reading, and discuss how these add cohesion; discuss the effect of moving the position of a fronted adverbial; highlight cohesive devices in non-fiction and 
fiction texts; collect and display connectives which provide cohesion across texts, particularly when introducing a paragraph 

define and spell adjectives made from verbs e.g. noticeable (notice), reliable (rely); define and spell further homophones; in shared or guided reading, discuss precise meaning of vocabulary, sometimes using a 
dictionary 

identify, discuss and correct sentences which contain a double negative e.g. You can’t have no sweets. 
use close procedure activity to insert words of a given word class, including pronoun, preposition and determiner; edit teacher’s weak sentence which requires improvement; dictate sentences which model word 

classes taught; play games to consolidate word classes; also identify word classes in contexts which are challenging; independently find the antonyms to a set of given words; revise possessive pronoun; 
strengthen and improve verbs in writing 

identify commands, questions and exclamations from more abstract possibilities (which may be indirect); write a variety of sentence types when writing dialogue, in order to show character or advance the action 
use bullet points where appropriate; revise use of apostrophe; provide dictated sentences which require decisions about punctuation, sometimes including dash, semi-colon and colon; read sentence aloud to 

hear its sense; discuss, highlight and analyse range of punctuation in texts, sometimes improving punctuation choices; revise meaning of ambiguity 
refine definitions of challenging words, being more adventurous to use these in own writing; use a dictionary and thesaurus to build these skills; edit and improve words; match homophone word cards to their 

meanings 

Year 5/ 6 expected spellings 
sort banks of nouns to identify 
common, proper, collective and 
abstract e.g. strength, horror; play 
games to reinforce four key word 
classes, to include challenging 
words which can be used in 
different ways e.g. hollow 
 
during shared writing, identify 
relative clauses in which the 
relative pronoun refers back to the 
noun e.g. I’m eating pasta, which 
is my favourite food. 
 
identify modal verbs in sentences 
e.g. should, may, (also adverbs e.g. 

Year 5/ 6 expected spellings 
identify synonyms and 
antonyms; identify the 
possessive pronoun e.g. her, 
our, my; compose expanded 
noun phrases and apply to 
writing; evaluate own and 
others’ noun phrases to 
consider their effect 
 
identify parenthesis in texts; 
discuss the extra information 
provided; model variety of punc’ 
to indicate parenthesis; dictate 
sentences 
 
edit sentences or short 

Year 5 / 6 expected spellings 
find all the determiners in a given 
sentence; collect a bank of further 
synonyms using thesaurus, 
referring to this when writing; 
identify preposition phrases in 
sentences, including prepositions 
of place and time 
 
identify the verb forms of a 
challenging extract which may mix 
forms; identify 1st or 3rd person in 
shared or guided reading; discuss 
the effect of the tense used; 
dictate sentences which model 
different verb forms 
 

Year 5 / 6 expected spellings 
practise use of fronted adverbial, 
ensuring correct placement of 
comma; discuss the effect of 
moving position of adverbial e.g. 
make human sentences with 
word cards; identify other 
adverbials in shared reading and 
writing 
 
convert short extract from 
present to past tense, and vice 
versa; revise modal verbs and 
verbs in progressive tense, both 
present and past e.g. she was 
considering; edit and improve 
given examples 

Year 5 / 6 expected spellings 
write formal and informal 
sentences, selecting 
conjunctions and cohesive 
devices to suit level of formality; 
dictate formal and informal 
sentences 
 
compare sentences in simple 
past with perfect past verb form; 
dictate sentences which include 
variety of tense forms; maintain 
consistency of tense when 
writing fiction and non-fiction 
texts 

 
 

Year 5 / 6 expected spellings 
read and enjoy poetry, 
comparing its use of sentence 
structure and punctuation 
with that of prose; write 
different types of poems 
 
employ and control a variety 
of verb forms in spoken and 
written contexts; spell 
correctly a wide range of verb 
forms useful and relevant to 
own writing; identify 1st or 3rd 
person when reading 

 
 
 



possibly); discuss their degree of 
certainty; revise spellings of a 
wide set of regular and irregular 
past tense verbs e.g. bought, 
brought 
 
use a colon to introduce a list; 
discuss and use commas, semi-
colons and colons to separate 
clauses effectively; discuss idea of 
ambiguity, when meaning is not 
clear 
 
 
 
NNS 

 
 

paragraphs which mix tenses 
erroneously; sort sentence cards 
in the present perfect / past 
perfect tenses e.g. He’s left the 
room / She had loved having a 
pet. 
 
model and practise punctuating 
parenthesis, using pairs of 
commas, dashes or brackets; 
identify ellipsis in texts; edit 
deliberate punctuation errors; 
dictate sentences 
 
NNS 

 
 

identify and model use of hyphen 
e.g. man-eating shark; revise use 
of possessive apostrophe for 
singular plural nouns e.g. e.g. 
Tom’s pen, factories’ chimneys, 
children’s pet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NNS 

 

 
use comma for all its purposes 
e.g. in punctuating direct speech, 
in lists, for parenthesis and to 
separate clauses for clarity; use a 
single dash; use punctuation fans   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NNS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NNS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NNS 

 
 

Maths 
Mastery – 

White Rose 

Number: Place Value, Addition 
and Subtraction, Multiplication 

and Division. 

Number: Fractions, Geometry: 
Position and Direction 

Number: Percentages, Decimals, 
conversion between decimals, 

percentages and fractions, Algebra 

Measurement: Ratio and 
Proportion, converting units, 
Perimeter, Area and Volume 

Geometry – Properties of Shape 
Statistics 

Ready to progress revision. 
 

Science Ongoing Skills 
Working Scientifically 

Planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and controlling variables where necessary 
Taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate 

Recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs 
Using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests 

Reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and a degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such as displays and other presentations 
Identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments. 

 

 Evolution 
 

Understand that fossils provide 
information about living things 

that inhabited Earth 
 

Identify and classify the traits 
offspring inherit from their 

parents 
 

Understand that mutations are 
created in plants and animals by 

changing their DNA 
 

Identify how animals and plants 

Evolution 
 

Know how the human species 
has adapted and evolved over 
an extended period of time. 

 
Identify similarities and 

differences between skeletons 
at different stages of human 

evolution. 
 

Understand how scientists 
have found evidence of 

evolution through fossils. 
 

Light 
 

Recognise that light appears to 
travel in straight lines. 

 
Understand key terms such as 

reflection and refraction. 
 

Understand key terms such as 
convex and concave. 

 
Know the function of different 

parts of the eye. 
 

Know how shadows are formed 

Animals Including Humans 
 

Know how the circulatory 
system works in the body. 

 
Explain the functions of the 

heart, lungs and blood. 
 

Understand the process of 
blood transfusions and organ 

donation, and discuss the moral 
implications of these. 

 
 
 

Animals Including Humans 
 

Identify how nutrients are 
transported within animals and 

humans. 
 

Recognise the impact that 
drugs and alcohol have on the 

body. 
 

Know the impact a healthy, 
balanced diet has on the body. 

 

Electricity 
 

Recognise and use circuit 
symbols to create diagrams 

that involve several 
components 

 
Compare the function of a 
bulb with the number and 
voltage of cells in a circuit 

 
Compare the function of a 

buzzer with the number and 
voltage of cells in a circuit 

 



are adapted to suit their 
environment 

 
Understand that animals adapt in 

order to survive in changing 
environments. 

Understand how species can 
inherit features through 

crossbreeding (dog breeds, 
hybrids) 

 
 

and how their position is affected 
by the sun. 

 
 
 

Recognise and classify 
materials into conductors 

and insulators 
 

Explore whether a material is 
a conductor or insulator 

 

Computing Systems and Networks 
AI 

Systems and Networks Data Handling   Data Handling Programming Skills Showcase 

History & 
Geography 

History: Ongoing Skills 

Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study.  
Note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
Address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, 
and significance. 
Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information.  
Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography: Ongoing Skills 
Understand and use a widening range of geographical terms e.g. specific topic vocabulary - contour, height, 
valley, erosion, deposition, transportation, headland, volcanoes, earthquakes etc.   
Explore features on OS maps using 6 figure grid references  
Draw accurate maps with more complex keys  
Plan the steps and strategies for an enquiry  
Know about the wider context of places - region, country  
Understand why there are similarities and differences between places  
Recognise the different shapes of continents  
Show features nearby and beyond the UK  
Identify where countries are within Europe; including Russia  
Recognise that people have differing quality of life living in different locations and environments  
Know how the locality is set within a wider geographical context  
Describe human features of UK regions, cities and /or counties  
Understand the effect of landscape features on the development of a locality  
Describe how people have been affected by changes in the environment  
Explain about key natural resources e.g. water in the locality  
Explore weather patterns around parts of the world 

World War 1  
 

How did World War One affect 
the people of Hextable? 

 
- Understand the causes of WW1. 
 
- Examine artefacts to deepen 
understanding of life during WW1. 
 
- Understand the impact of WW1 
on Hextable and Swanley by 
studying the lives of local soldiers. 
 
- Understand the political changes 
for women driven by WW1. 

Wars over Time 
 

How did wars change over time 
from 1066 onwards? 

 
- Consider the different types of 
conflict. 
 
- Examine the British Civil War 
and consider its impact on the 
way Britain is governed. 
 
- Consider the causes and 
consequences of wars of 
conquest. 
 
- Understand the causes of 
WW2. 
 
- Consider the impact of WW2 
on Britain and understand how 
Britain was able to stand firm. 
 
- Understand how have warfare, 
weaponry and tactics changed 
over time. 
- Consider the question, is it 

Crime & Punishment 
 

How did Crime and Punishment in the UK develop over time? 
 
 
Explore the development of the rule of law in British history from 1066 
to the present day 
 
Consider continuity and changes in forms of crime, punishment and 
legal proceedings from 1066 to the present day 
 
Consider similarities and differences of forms of crime, punishment 
and legal proceedings from 1066 to the present day 
 
Develop an understanding of the chronology of forms of crime, 
punishment and legal proceedings from 1066 to the present day 
 
 
Explore the impact and changing role of police from 1066 to the 
present day 
 
Consider the impact of the development of technology, such as modes 
of transports, on forms of crime, punishment and legal proceedings 
from 1066 to the present day 

North America 
 

Is there more to North America than just the U.S.A. (or 
Disneyland)? 

 
Examine the American war of independence and the American 
civil war – in what ways are they similar and different to other 
wars studied in the curriculum.  
 
 
 

History 



ever right to fight? 

Geography Geography 
 

- Walk the local area and observe 
and record the key features of 
present day Hextable. Compare 
this to a map of Hextable from 
WW1. 
 
- Use ordnance survey maps to 
create a comparison map for 
Hextable during WW1 and 
compare to modern day. 

 Crime & Punishment 
 

 
- Use crime maps to explore the distribution of crimes and consider 
impact of location of this distribution. 
 
- Consider location and design of prisons -> explore changes over time 
and consider reasoning for these changes. 
 
- Explore the use and location of Australia for British convicts and the 
lasting impact on Australia -> why was Australia chosen? 

North America 
 

 
Know the difference between countries and states 
 
Name and locate the capital cities in the countries of North and 
Central America.   
 
Identify the position and significance of latitude, the Arctic Circle 
and the Tropic of Cancer on North America. 
 
Explain the effect of the climate and environment on people living 
in extreme areas. 
 
Understand the significance of lines of longitude on a country or 
continent. 
 
Name some of the key physical and human characteristics of 
North and Central America. 
 
Why is North America an area of high seismic activity 

PE Ongoing skills 
 Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination  

Play competitive games, modified where appropriate (badminton, basketball, cricket, football, hockey, netball, rounders and tennis), and apply basic principles suitable for attacking and defending 
 Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance [for example, through athletics and gymnastics]  

Perform dances using a range of movement patterns  
Take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and within a team  

Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to achieve their personal best. 
 

Sports Hall Athletics 
 

Running, jumping, throwing & 
catching 

Gymnastics 
 

Movement, shape and balance 
 

Multi-Skills 
 

Play leaders 

Multi-skills 
 

Bat and ball 
Tennis 

Multi-Skills 
 

Bat and ball 
Badminton 

Athletics 
 

Running & jumping 

Multi-Skills 
Attacking and defending Volleyball 

Multi-Skills 
Attacking & defending  

Tag Rugby 

Dance 
Develop flexibility, strength, 
technique, control & balance 

Inclusive Sports 
Boccia, goal ball 

 

OAA 
Orienteering 

Multi-Skills 
Bat & Ball skills 

Cricket 

Art and 
Design 

Craft and Design Textiles Drawing Mechanisms Nutrition Sculpture and 3D 
 

Painting and Mixed Media 

 Photo opportunity comparison of 
old and new 

Upcycling clothing Making my voice heard – 
Street Art 

Making a prison cell Healthy Food Buffet 
 

Central American painting 

Making memories 

RE To understand the impact that 
religion can have on racism 

 

To understand the impact that 
religion can have on racism 

What matters most to Christians 
and to Humanists? 

 
Describe what Christians mean 

about human beings being made in 
the image of God and being 

‘fallen’. 
Describe some Christians and 

Humanists values.  

Is it better to express your 
religion in arts and architecture 

or in charity and generosity? 
 

To describe and make 
connections between examples 

of religious creativity. 
To show an understanding of 

sacred buildings and art 

Is it better to express your 
religion in arts and architecture 

or in charity and generosity? 
 

To describe and make 
connections between examples 

of religious creativity. 
To show an understanding of 

sacred buildings and art. 

 



MFL 
 

Quel temps fait-il? (What is the 
weather?) 

La Seconde Guerre mondiale 
(The Second World War) 

Places in Town 
 
 

Know the vocabulary for places in 
town. 

 
Describe the position of places in 

town. 
 

Ask whether towns have specific 
shops etc. 

 

It’s a Date! 
 
 

Identify numbers between 50-
100. 

 
Know how to combine numbers 

to form dates. 
 

Compare different dates and 
order them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tourists 
 
 

Compare towns now and then. 
 

To create a tourist guide using 
knowledge of towns and dates. 

 

Café 
 

To know the vocabulary for 
French café food. 

 
To know the vocabulary for 

regional food. 
 

To be able to order in a café. 
 

To be able to choose the correct 
question to order ice cream. 



PSHE/RSE 
& British 
Values 

My healthy self: How do my 
choices today shape my future 

wellbeing? 
 

Connecting with others: 
What does it mean to stand 

up for myself and others? 
 

The online world: How do I feel 
about being online? 

 

Citizenship: What are laws 
outside of the home? 

 

Sex education: How do 
people become parents and 

carers? 
 
 

Citizenship: How can we 
protect everyone’s rights? 

 

Staying safe: How can I 
stay safe as I grow up? 

 

Music 
Charanga 

Music: Ongoing Skills 
Confidently recognise a range of musical instruments and the different sounds they make 

Confidently recognise and explore a range of musical styles and traditions and know their basic style indicators 
Use musical language to appraise a piece or style of music 

Copy increasingly challenging rhythms using body percussion and untuned instruments where appropriate 
Sing as part of an ensemble with confidence and precision 

Play and perform in solo or ensemble contexts with increasing confidence 
Develop an understanding of formal, written notation which includes minims and quavers 

Listen to and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
Music and technology Developing ensemble skills Creative composition Musical styles connect us Improvising with confidence Farewell tour 

 


